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The Manifold Wonders of
' Southern California.

FORTUNES FROM THE EARTH.

"i
1 Town Lotfc and Orange

Y ' Blossoms.

h COUNTRY'S MARVELLOUS GROW Tn

t
Its "Varied Attractions

fend Resources.
I Tfc Beclaalax " Dmlip"t mt the

))al rnrUi Ib-- Tb Bath far
tea Idewtf-Aasa- stBi Inareata of Values
O lunluta TaeaenBdraU-TfcaTav- sm

I Let Cra rtaatlaa; Tawaa-aareadl- aa;

rer tte Cetry-Ora- ne OraTee-La- nd

Oaea Taeaikt Barrca Ifaw Fraduelac
Sickly Taa Iret tta mt iae Beam.

i The assessed value of all property In Cali
fornia In 1886 wa $708,000,000; in 1887 It was
0900.000,000, an Increase of $183,000,000. Ot

I this grant Increase the three lower counties,
' Lo Angelas. San Bernardino, and Ban Diego.

, ahow nearly $72,000,000, or more than three
and bait times as muoh as the cold and sllvor
product ot the Btato in 1887, which was $20,000.- -
000. The aggregate Increase la the counties

i of Fresno. Tulare. Kern, Santa Barbara, Ven- -
' ' tnra. Loa Angelas. Ban Bernardino, and San
't Diego, all In the lower part ot the State, was
t $88,000,000. In Los Ancetes county alone the

, V Increase of assessed value was $55,000,000. The
assessed value of property In Los Angeles
county la 1880 wits 37,5C0,88O; In 1837. $92,-- ,
700,000. The assessed value ot San Bernardino

'county In 1630 was $3,089,803: In 1887, $15.- -
037,995: ot 8an Diego county U 1886. $0,901,281;

t 187. 118,712,618. Santa Barbara In 188C. $8.- -
'

685,483: in 1887. $10,035,932.
The wonderful boom ot whose later growth

'vV, these figure afford some Indication. Is not a
',,,, bubble In the sense thut It Is something that
v mar collapse and disappear. It Is not even

llKeiy 10 aimmisu in us general prupuruoas,
but ratlior to continue to grow, though In parts
it may recede somewhat in prices at.d clow less1
brightly in color. The boom has (tvr exceeded
first anticipations. Soiae of the ol 1 residents
are still actively engaged In big enterprises:

J others, men ot brains, and of couratw, too. got
jf out a yoar or more ago, believing that the

boom had reached its height, oily to see new
men take hold where they had left oil, and
prices beep moving up.

Beal estate men have been attracted from all
over the country, including men of push,
enorgy. nnd nerve: and some men of capi-- ,
tal who have taken largo tracts ot land and
made them ready for settlement before offer-

ing the land on the murker. The first step is
) to supply the land with water. Some large and

creditable work han been done In hydraulio
. engineering. Irrigation Is the key that un-- i

looked the treasures ot the soil.
, The cities existing before the boom began

bavemultlplled In population, and young cities
and towns have arisen ut a touch. Land

v hitherto thought useful only tor grazing pur--
"' poses, or not even fit for that, some of it cov

ered with sage brush and scraggy bnsheg, has
i been prayed to be of extreme valuo with water
1 applied, and many thousands of acres that ap--

" I - paareaTaa -- barren wastes Jora QW valued at
, hundreds of dollars an acre, ' '"

Some big fortunes have been made and many
smaller ones of $10,000, $20,000. $30,000. $50,000

"V and $75.00uieach ; and many persons have made
j little sums of a few hundreds and thousands of
I " dollars on various kinds of property. Some

buyers ot town lots have realized immense
'"I profits on their investments, and many have

I --' come out whole or with soma, gain: and thou- -
J sands have lost or will lose money Invested in

' town lots. The town lot business has been
enormously overdone.

l It is a magnificent country of mountains, val- -
' leys, and plains, possessing in many ot its
r aarts a prolific soil and a delightful climate,

and presenting many attractions. The prices
at which ncreage property, covering a largo

' territory, are now held, were never heard of
before except for comparatively small sections

I naturally and exclusively adapted to special
crops, and near to or in easy and cheap com- -

i munleatlon with largo markets. Residents
and property owners say that these values

j hare been and will be more than justified by
the returns from the land, and that the do- -

' ilgfittul climate nnd other attractions ot the
country will d raw rich people in largo numbers,
and that health seekers will continue to come,
all contributing to maintain and enhance

(jt values. Of the rise and progress of the boom
and the present indications some account is
hero given.

BEOIXXIXO OF TUB BOOM.

IIHiJ Geatle Rl at Flrat, aad then an
Beyand All Expectatloa.

la tho story of a man who went to
southern California In 1851:

(! "Thon the population of Loa Angeles was
about 3,000, made up mainly of native Call- -
forninns, Spaniards from Mexico and Sonora,

I and Mexicans; mostly Mexicans. There woro

f " ' perhaps a hundqad Amoricans who had drifted
I there from ell over the country. Many of them

; were gamblers whoso games were patronized
by tho Spaniards and Mexicans. Main street
was thon as it is now. only ot course there was

r. not so" muoh ot It The Spaniards owned
I. ranohes outsldo the olty, and some ot thorn

were rich In property and cattle. Even the
, richer people lived in adobe houses.

, As early as '49 the presence ot tho miners in
V ' the northern part of the State created a groat- -

er demand for cattle, and moro money found
ltB wny into the South. In '64 the Spaniards
had begun to live moro luxuriously and to
travel some. They were good-lookin- g men, of

j polished manners, polite to women, accom
plished In the ball room, and graceful evon in
business. The ladles were refined and beauti-
ful. There were also some cultivated and
graceful men and womon among the high-cla- ss

Mexicans and native Callfornlans. All
were Catholics. Thoro was a distinct lino be- -'

tween this class and the next grade below,
which was composed of native Mexicans from
Bpnoraandofthosoof mixed Mexican and In-
diani blood, m many shades of blending, and
Indians ucd the rougher Americans.
. After the close ot tEo Mexican war there were

II bard feelings between the lower class Mexi
can and the Americans, and for years things

I were unsettled and unsafe, and It was dlrneult
f to admlnster the law. It was not an encourag- -

Ing place for an. American to llvo In until along
" RboH.t, 'n JgS8 Then things got quieter. By

that time the mining region ot the State hadbeen overrun umi much of it ovordone. and thomining people begun to drift south. Some of
the miners bad got rich nnd came to enjoytbemnelVi). Home of there, nod other Ainori-,- .
ans. bought landed property or tb Hpnnlarils.

Some of tiiemluerH wlio were still poor came
" . aouthto strike a new country. Jn 1858ttiiru
. i were ft thousand or tlftoen hundred Americans

, I Jn Los Angeles.
. f ''From 1858 the town continuod to Increase,, In population; aad in 1800 there were perhaps

6500 or 8,000 Americans here, and a total
of twice that number, with the American

element casUn maDT vote s the native
and Bpanleh-Amerlc- element. From I860
the Amsrlean element predominated and the
other began to melt away. Of the lower grade

,. Mexicans, Indians, and natives, some were
: driven back to Bonoro and some to other places. and Into the surrouudiug country. From 1800

to 1870 there was a ntlll greater Increase of the
!.. Amerieana, but the oontlnued diminution of

the older races nas such that tlie total
population In 1870 had Increased unlr
In about 6M0 or 7,000. 'From 1870 to
1880 th loilux of Americans oontlnued,
and the others continued to fade and disap-
pear. The poeWatlpn in 1880 bad risen to
about 11,000. The climate pleased people, and

t Uiestrtaaar'sejewas eptn?ed by the. semi--

i

was going to tallornla In soAreli of health,
Yo camo overland in wagonH. by ono of the

southern trails. 1 had expected to. co up into
central California. We struok this Plnce in
February, nnd 1 thought I sbqtitd not find nny

I slionld llkn better, nnd t stared. Hinco
flaco I have beon all ovor Franco nnd Italy, and

this bolter than any othor region.
"Hail communication with Los Angoloswas

opened by way of, Sacramonto In 1870. .but tho
lxom did not really begin until 1881. when tho

Tactile, whtoh had gone on building
net, ntniok the Hantn 16 at Demlnff. Thon

land began to go tip. but not rapidly. Ktlll
thoro wan rl.n enough to mnkn poopla who had
land hold on to It. Ab far baok as 1905 n few
old heads thought that land around waq a good
thing to have, but nobody had any Idea of n
boom. Between '70 nnd '80 there had boen a
satisfactory Incrcnsn, enough to make some
people begin to think mora of the out-nld- o

lands, and in 1881 somo big ranches
were picked up by outxldors, who spnmod to
havo a gllmmorlng that the proporty was worth
getting hold of. When It wm settled that wo
wore to have railroad communication with tho
East the gonoral thought was that wo could
supply Arizona, and that Ktistorn markets
would bo oponod to up. There was a hoalthy
advance In 1B31. but what renll y wnn to happen
I don't suppo.o was droamod of by ten men In
tho community. The Southern Pnolllo was
opened to Now Orlaans In 1832, and tho popu-
lation Increased to about 15,000, and proporty
began to stiffen, but Mill nobody expected
any such flso ns followed. Buyers continued
to Increase in number and prices continued to
go up. Valuos in Los Angeles nnd vicinity
rose 25 per cent, that yoar. but that 25 per cent,
was on a previously very low valuation. Moro
people were coming. In 1883 values doubled,
nnd at tho ond of tho yoar tho population hnd
gone up to 25,000. Now, somo men who owned
real proporty began to think thoy had a good
thing. The procrcss continued through 1884
nnd Into 1885. The Santa Fu rond was on the
way to Lo Angele. making anothor direct
through rond to tho East. Borne men now ex-
pected a Cood, but nobody foresaw tho deltico.

"Idon't pretond to follow tho boom after
that. It was nn though you bad benn watoh-in- g

a big building that was on flro. iou
saw tho progress of tha flams, the lire ap-

peared at this window and nt that, and burst
through at this plaoe. maybe, and then at an-
other, and you managed to keop truck ot its
progress until In a moment It burst out all ovor
ami beyond control."

The Santa F6 neople got through In Novem-
ber, 1885. and uftor that It was a conflagration.

PROGRESS Of TUB BOOM.

AM llaada la tba Beat Eitata Butlaesa aa
Bltrars ar Saltert, and Prices Going TJp.

Fooplo poured In by thousands and prices
of land began to climb. Everybody that could
find an office went Into the real estate buslnoss.
Doctors, lawyers, and merchants shared tho
excitement, nnd somo of thorn gavo up their
regulur pursuits and pitched .lntorenl estate
Clergymon were not entirely unaffected, and
there is a story ot one bright young man who
came over in answer to a call, but nover got as
far as tho church ; ho was cnught in the rising
flood and swopt into the icnl cstato business.
Offices wero oponod everywhere. Desk room
was hlrod In stores, in hallways, whorover
room could bo found ; and nearly all hands wont
into real estate in some way, eitnor as agents, as
speculators, or as operators big and little : for
if n man couldn't buy a big tract ho could buy
a building lot, and make tho first payment on
it and take tho chances of selling out nt a profit
before tho second payment became duo. Thou-
sands ot poople did that car drhors, mer-

chants, clerks, newsdoaloro. and visitors and
tourists piled in with the ront. The city of Los
Angeles covers thirty-si- x square miles. That
affords room for a good ninny building lots
In the city ot Los Angeles. Tracts of
lund wero cut up Into lots, the fur-th-

enormous rlso In valuos was
auction sales wero nnnounced, band of

music free iuucli. lively auctioneer, magnillcont
country, delightful climate, home of tho or-
ange, garden spot of the oarth. sanitarium of
tho world, rattle off tho lots, and havo another
sole. In one sale of lots that was made by se-
lection, llrst cholco to tho first comer, tho lino
In front of the seller's office began to form at 3
o'clock In the morning.

Mew town sites wore laid out and building
lot stakes sprung up all about If the new
place was on tho line Of a railroad thero were
excursions to the auction sales, freo lunch,
music, and a buoyant auctioneer, who told ot
the glorious country and the finest property
yet orierod on tho market. Hero to double and
Suadruple In value In six months. As one

It. a city has been laid out from Los
Angeles to the Cajon pass, blxty miles or so to
the east town lot all the way. This is a llttlo
bit. Imaginative, but. not very much'so. Borne
men say that theyexpcot to see a continuous
settlement, or settlements so close together
as practically to bo continuous from Los An-
geles to Ban Bernardino, which is a region just
within tho same limits.

The town-lo- t crazo spread all through South-
ern California. Many buyors made nulck
turns and took what profits they could get.
Others hold for still higher prices. Somo
bought lots and held them for their own use.
Some of them reinvested profits nnd made
more; others went on reinvesting, and a good
mnny now hold lots which contain all th pre-
vious profits put Into land at presont prices.

Of tbo groat uumbor of lots bought in various
of southern California by tourists, resi-ent- s,

and speculators, some have yielded
enormous proportionate proQt, many havo re-
turned large gains on some porcentngo of
profit, and mnny are good to hold, and thou-
sands will in all probability have to go back to
acreage property, almost or quite u clear loss
to the Investors. A moderato-mlnde- d man,
who has himself grown rich in southern Cali-
fornia, and who has perfect faith in tho country,
thinks half of the lots sold will go back to acre-ag- o.

sold out or taxed out
Many ot the towns are yet awaiting develop-

ment, or are getting along the best way they
cun, waiting for a real boom to strike them.
Many of them are bright, lively and flourish-
ing, and have all the elements of success.
Borne towns, suooessful now. wore planted
In placos whero there was no natural
demand for them. Aided by the cli-
mate, the attractiveness of tbo situa-
tion, nnd the general boom, projectors have
btood under their towns and held them up by
main strength and capital until thoy could got
in tho props, a hotel, a street railroad, mean-
while keeping the drums beating and tho horns
blowing und the flags flying, nnd getting in the
people until the community was big enough to
go of its own momentum.

In city, town, and country the prices of land
advunced with amazing rapidity. In Los An- -
f;closmanyot the advances have beon

the best business property in Los
Angoles, a corner on Main street, could have
been sold for $300 a front foot Population
then about O.UOO. In 1870 the same lot would
havo brought 500 a front foot, tbo population
being about the samo as In 1800. In 1880. with
n population of about 11,000. tho same lot was
counted as worth $1,000 a foot. In 1883. with a
topulation of about 05,000, tho lot Is supposed
to bo worth $2,500 a foot, and Is not for sule.
This sample lot Is in what was until a vary tew
years ago tho extreme highest valued quarter
of the city. It is still n most substantial and
permanent banking and commercial centre,
but as tho city has grown the centre of the re-
tail trade and of the greatest gnral activity
has tended southward, and at present it Is at
Bering and First streets. A piece of land on
th southeast corner of these streets, being 120
feat on tiprlna street nnd 103 feot on First
street, was bought In 1854 lor about $500 for the
ploce. It Is still held In the family of the
original buyer. Tho valuo ot this bind had
ribeu in 1880 to about S30O a front foot. Ninety
feot on First street has sinco beon covered
with a profitable business block. For tho re-
maining piece of 120 feot on Hnrlng street nnd
78 feet on Mrst streot, an offer was made In
1867 of $3,000 a front foot, on Spring street, tor
the first CO feat south from First street, nnd
$2,500 a front foot for tho other CO feet, being
$330,000 for the piece. Another offor of $2,500
a front foot or $300,000 for the piece, half cash,
was made by a substantial cltizan who Is known
to all the older residents ot Loa Aneelos,
These offers were declined, the ownor regard-
ing th property as safe and profitable ns nny
investment that could have been rando with
the money offored, Tb ham land has now
been leased fur llvo yeatsnt 120,000 n year, and
thnlessuoU putting ui a buslnoss block, and
is likely to make a good prollt at that figure.

A gentleman who bought in 1878 lor 87 50 a
pice of 4X ucros about one mile from the
filaza.puton the land improvements in

about $14,000. When th boom
started he sold tho property for 150,000. The
purchaser Is now disposing of it at prices that
will yield a further profit at $25,000 to (50.000.

Another man who bought In 1882, on a street
about a quarter of a mile from the business
centra, 3H acres for S'2.800. on which he has put
Improvements costing about 5,000, refuses
$100,000 for tho property.

An offor ol 200,0(K) for tho lot on the north-
west corner of Bluing und hHcond, 100 feot on
oprlngAUid 105 tent on faecoml, vent declined,

For a TWiu. Muln nnd Blxtli Htteets, that was
sold tlvo fears ni:o lor I2U a front foot, 1800 a
foot has been offered.

Of a property having a frontago of 100 feet
on the eubt sldo ot Main street, between First
and Itaiiuena streets, which was bought less
than eighteen months ago for $1,000 a foot,
twenty feet has bn sold within three months
for $31,000.

The southwest corner of Main and First
streets, being 60 feet on Main street and 105
fet on First street, was bought In 1809 for
$8,000, ft coul b sold now for $120,000.

One of the best informed real estate men said
that the highest price actually paid In Los An-
geles for prorerty transferred was $1,700 a toot
cosh for a piece of 20 feet front on Main street
which was sold In December by an ostnte to a
bank which dpslred to enlarge its prcmlees.
Doth parties considered this a talr prico. While
this property is in one of the best parts of the
business section of th city, it Is not in the mostextremely high-price- d part.

A resident ot the city who sold, in 1882. a
hous and lot.on Spring. treV tor $5,000

,,AMoXlaadof 171 aerMrtthta' tb city
llaalU that wMtW for debt la .1018 anl

which then cost tho man vho took U about
$3,000. is now selling at .prices, that,will make
the esgrogato returns about tSOO.OQO.

In the cities ot San Bernardino and Han Diego,
nnd. in fact, throughout the region, thoro, have
beon many instances of the most wonderful
multiplication of value. In .1835 when the
Hauta F6 llailroad renchod the city of Ban
plcgolthad n population of about .4.000. It
has 25.000 or 30.000 now. and Is. still, growing.
Oho piece of businoas property has boon sold
for $1,500 a front foot, but tho best Is gonerally
held at from $1,000 to $1,800 a front foot.

A man who bought a olty block In lllvnrsldo
seven years ago tor $1,000 has sold It for
$101,000.

aVniSADINO OVKIt TUB COVSTtlT.

The ftceat afOrasct Blatiama Fills lha Air,
But the Tanrn It la Xot Farcattan.

Tho boom In outsldo proporty bcRnn early.
Tho land In Los Angeles nnd tho neighboring
districts was pretty soon substantially sold out
or hold nt prices that wore then thought to bo
too near tho top to afford much chnnco of fur-

ther profit, and tho outerprlslng speculators
sprond nil over tho surrounding country, the
fields most extensively cultivated nt first being
Los Angeles, Bnn Bernardino, nnd 8an Diego
counties though tho city of Ban Bernardino
and tho region thereabout had bad an exten-
sive boom, which was still progressing: and
Bnn Diego had developod a boom which sprend
into the neighboring territory.

Tho Btnte of California Is 770 miles In longth
nnd 330 miles In breadth. Los Angeles county
Is two-thir- ns big ns the State of Massachu-
setts, Ban Dtrnnrdluo county lens big as tho
Btate of West Virginia, nnd 8nn Diego county
Is ns big as Massachusetts. Connecticut, nnd
Bhodo Island combined. In nil these counties
thoro are moro or less mountains und deort
lands, nnd In tho two d there Is
very large nroa ofdosort. Somo of tbo moun-
tain raticet nro lofty nnd initleatlo. Leaving
tho desert out ol consideration, tho country in
most varied, madoupof mountains, hills, vnl.
leys, table lands and plains. A district generally
wthln a huudred miles or loss of the coast In-

cludes substantially the desirable parts of the
region. In this district somo ot tho large vol-
leys are magnificent, und thero aro many lovely
smaller valleys. The region Is practically treo-les- s,

oxcopt ' on tho tops of somo of the
mountains, along tho few streams, and
In somo of tho valleys near tho coast Much ot
tho Hull Is wonderfully productive: no region
presents crtaterrnrlatlonK in Its soil. In some
dIMrlcts it Is uniform aud very deep. In others
thin. Bolls vnrylnc in color and characteristics
may bo found In the enmo district, and adjoin-
ing ranches mnyvaryln productiveness. Tho
vmylng elevations prosontod by tbo country,
nud tho sholtorlng protection of mountains, or
Its absence, aro to b taken into uccount In

the uso to which the soil shall be
put. Tno rainy sonson Is In tho winter, and
all this land requires Irrigation, Tho cllmato
is excellent, and tho local tomppraturo Is de-

termined mainly by elevation. On somo of the
loftier mountains snow mny be seen eight
months In tho year, or for oven n longor period,
but it docs not fnll In tho valleys. In somo
placos frosts sometimes occur. 1 ho climate Is
mn.t unlfncm nn thn nnftflt. nml tllA VlirlntlOtlS
ill the dally range of the thermometer increaso
ns you go inland. Away to tho east of tho reg-
ularly inhabited region, in tho Colorado desert,
tho morcury has reached lSS". and 12U is
scarcely oonslderod remarkable.

On tho coast the mercury does not frequently
nbovo 90" tn tho summer season. Back In

8ot country the summer days nro often much
warmor, but tho dryness of the ntmosphoro
makes the heat much moro tolorablo than in
the enst, and a westorly breeze almost always
prevails. in the afternoon, nnd tho nights aro
always cool. To this region of manifold nat-
ural attractions, whore alRO almost anything
thnt oarth will produco will grow nnd thrive,
and which had already in some ot its parts
drawn settlors, tho speculators now invited at-
tention, and tho responso was something un-
paralleled In the history of tho settlement of
tho country.

It should bo said that it was not n wholly unse-

ttled-region. Besides tho fow heretofore re-

ferred to as having bought land In the early
days thero had been, oven boforo the railroads,
a gontlo stream of Immigration that had in-

creased eomowbat alter tho llrst oponlng of
rail communication. Some orange trees had
beon planted, and at a fow scattering places
real progress had boon modo in tho cultivation
of fruit, nnd a few modest llttlo towns hnd been
started. Those earlier buyors got lands vory
chonp. An Eastern physician bought, In 1873.
a tract of 308 acres In what was oven then con-
sidered a desliablo location, and which is now
rnpldlv developing, for $11 nn acre. A con-
siderable part of it Is now planted and in vari-
ous stages of cultivation, and it is probable
that 1500 an aero for tho wbol tract would bo
considered a very moderate valuation, 'lit'
some Instances there have been vory much
creator advances from a still smaller pur-
chasing price,

Orcat tracts of land were bought by specu-
lators and subdivided and sold in tracts to suit
purchasers. Somo of tho speculators were
men of large capital, and some had next to
none. The capitalists risked their money, the
others took tbo chances of coming out ahead
and nearly all ot them did. lor the llcod of
buyers and the steady nnd onormous ripe in
the valuos of lands lifted th earllor large buy-
ers clean above all difficulties. New life was put
into many small places previously settled, and
many new enterprises wero launched on lnnd
that bad never been touched. Bom ot the
land which only a few years before could
scarcoly have been given away, but
which has beon shown with proper cul-
tivation to be among the best, was bought at
extremely low figures, but eligible land all
about soon felt the Impulse nnd commnndod
prices which the sellers then thought high, but
which on subsequent sales yielded prollts
almost fabulous. In somo parts land that
could havo beon bought for $2.50 nn aero In
1808 and 1809 Is worth $500 an Here now. Lands
four miles outsldo tho city limits ot Los
Angeles that wero sold for $1 an acre In 1803
are now worth $1,000 nn aero. Lands contigu-
ous to such railroads as were In operation were
snapped up. Somo ot them were divided ond
sold without improvements, that work to bo
done later: somo were sold whllo Improve-
ments wore going on: others were improved
and then sold. Water was the first groat
necessity. It is n country of wind-
mills, but theso, whllo answering for domes-
tic nnd to some extent for stock purposes, wero
not sufflclont for irrigation, nnd tho water sup-
ply was everywhere the great question. Such
streams ns exist wero mndo use of at once,
ditches wero dug, and the water turned In. with
branch ditches to the various tracts. Dams
were built in mountains, and great bodies of
water stored. In somo parts artesian belts
wero discovered, and put under contribution.
Lying outside'bf one of the most favored dis-
tricts was a tract of land ton high to bo bene-
fited by the natural flow of water In ditches
from available streams. A man of onergyand
brains nnd some knowlodgo of geology
contracted to put water on the land tor $100 an
acre. Ho discovered o spot where artesian
water wonld flow In great abundance, put down
wells, built n canal, and, where necessary,
flumes, and the water is nowrunnirg to the
land. This enterprise has yielded a fortune to
the projector, and has addod enormously to the
value of tho land.

Some lands wero bought by colonlos from
Eastern States, and wero Improved by them.
Lands all through tho region wero bought by
settlers from all over the country. They came
from cities and towns, nud Irom farming
regions from Stain, Michigan, nnd Mis-
souri, nnd everywhere olf--o In th United
States. Tho man from Minnesota who. tho
winter bofore. had bad to dig a way out ot tho
houso through tho snow, woke ui horo on u
January morning nnd heard tbo singing of larks.
Somo of tho laud icen closo at hand was not
very pretty to look at, but It was fertile and
eusy to clear, nnd ofton tho surroundings
softoned by distance wero beautiful. In some
placos grand. Tho climate was delightful ; and
altogether nature presented a smiling face.
Sage brush, greasawood, and cactus, or what-
ever straggling or scrawny vocotatlon covorod
the oarth In parts where grass did not grow,
was cleared away and water turned on.
Th now oomors planted vines and fruit trees
ot many varieties, and shade trees, blue gums,
nud other kinds thnt grow rapidly, and soon
tbo bright spots that had marked tho dwelling
places of the old Inhabitants, aud of the llrst
new Bottlers who wore yet comparatively
pioneers, wero multiplied; and great valleys
that had long been solitudes now guve many
ovidenccs of human habitation. Of this wnv
of new settlers some got laud at low prices. $25,
$40 an aero and upward, but In good locations
higher prices soon prevailed.

When a large tract was offered by a specu-
lator he usually selected bis town site, nnd
located the business centre by putting up one
or two or more buildings for buelaess pur-
poses. Very frequently the ilrtt thing dono
was to build a bote). This mad It possible to
say that a fine hotel was already open for

nnd many ot these hotels are Inrgo and
iHudBorao structures. Mennwhlle the ndver-tlslu-g

had been going on buildings wore
thoro was n comfortable nlaco for

visitors to stop ut while the lots und acreage
proporty were being dlsposod of, und If the
pl.ico wasn big go things began to get lively,
'lents were put up for carpenters to live In or
for ordinary dwelling place., for the climate
admitted of thut without discomfort. If it was
onthojlne of a railroad, th side trnck was
Qllsd with cars loadod with lumber when
builders were fortunate enough to get
It la this season ol demand creator than
supply. Houses, very many of tbm not larg
mansion, to b sure, norvary heavy In mate-
rials, went up with a oalerlty that was astonish-
ing. If thero wns brick clay In the neighbor-
hood, they mado bricks nnd slammed up a
brick block or two. These looked well, both on
tho face of the earth und In the ndiortlff ment.
May ba they had, an excursion from Los An-
geles, attain load ol poople with a free lunch
at tbo hotel or on the grounds, tho excursion.

marching tblthir hsaded by th band,
'ine weatbor. glorious country, activity and

progress In sight, electrical auctioneer, rising
market. Bold! what is The nam, slrf Mr.
Ansel gets it tor $325. And now I ofr you lot
7 tn Block B.

Many tracts were, offered In district more or
leu remote from railroads, but wbtro raUxoidi

were expectod or hoped for. Theso plaoes sold
for smaller prices than wero fixed on lands on
or near railroad: but in parts where it was
known railroads would go, and In many othor
places as well, tbo future was largely,

Many motor roads are already built
or projected, and these, of course, nro prom-
inently mentioned In the advertisements, In
ono Instance where a railroad had built a
branch ns far ns it scorned llkoly to yield a

profit, tho ownor of a large tract paid
firosent required to build It on to his place, and
substantial inducements to railroads aro gen-
erally not found wanting. It Is very common,
especially In town site proporty, to give land to
n man who will build on It nt onco. nnd whero
this Is sot dono. In many casos a liberal con-
cession on thn prlco Is otton made, Kchool-bnus-

abound, nnd sodo churches, and though
th publlo hall in town mny be lightod with
ketcone oil, tho owner doos not hosltato to
call It nn opera house

The newspapers nro crowded with real estato
ndverttsments. Tbo real ostato ngant has great
faith In the country. It!!!, valley, and musa
lnnd. he seos good nunlltlos In nil. and recites
them Intvpe of nil sires, nnd In a style as broad
nud florid ns tho country, nnd somotlmos per-
haps more no. In mnny cases th old Spanish
names have been retained, and often theso are
striking, attractive, nnd euphonious. Somo
names familiar In other parts of the country
havo beon reproduced hy colonists. Operators
linvo applied names elthor suggested by locali-
ties or entirely original. Some of these are
lofty, some of thorn almost fantastic nnd many
of them appropriate and pleasing. When
places hav proved successful It Is common tor
owners of adjoining propeity to prolix East
or west or North or Mouth to the old name, and
apely tho wholo to tho new district.

TUB ritESEST STATE OF TUB BOOM.

Prices oDLaad Candlttaa of Values Caltnre
and I'raflts.

Teople nro still colag Into Southorn Cali-

fornia, nnd In numbers porhaps greator than
over. Many nro buying lands and settling on
them, but In most parts tho boom, ns a crazo,
seems to bo practically ovor. Bomo producing
orango lands, aud somo baro lands In cholco
sections, are attaining hlghor prices. Of lands
in ono ot tho most nttractlvo districts, some
baro and somo with trees of various ages, a

man said ho thought It was at
least as high now as it was a year ago. The of-

ferings of now lands nr ample for all demands.
The town lot excitement is substantially at an
ond. There aro still somo sales, but tho scram-
bling tor lots has ceasod. Tosomo extent auc-

tion sales of acreage proporty In small ptocos.
Etnglo acres and upward, bought chiefly tor
speculative purposes, havo takon the place ot
the town lot sales. Acre is a word with a broad
and ploasant sound, and somothingis doing In
this lino, but not much as compared with the
town lot buslnoss.

Thoro, Is less outside demand for lumber,
showing thnt thero Is a lull in tbo town build-
ing business, though many ot tho towns nro
full ot life and building is going on rapidly in
them. There are many placos that seem to be
thriving flnnlv nnd with tho eountrv all around
filling up with poonlo. nnd land in town and
country firmly held at high prices. Othor places
havo stood still or gone on very gradually.

A substantial citizen ot Los Angeles ex-
pressed tho opinion that if people keop coming
prices will continue upward. Another oltlaen
said that the values of both city and country
proporty wero increasing; that occasionally
somebody got siok ordlsgustod and sold out for
less than ho paid, but that thero was nothing
so cheap as a yoar ago. Anothor man said that
any first class proprty offered was taken at
once. A real estate agent with whom I was
riding through a sightly plnce said: "Lota
along here are cheaper than thoy wore six
months ago. Second payments aro duo and
they don't want to pay them." Ho had received
letters from owners In various places request-
ing bim to sell tholr lots. Very nearly all ot
theso lot buyers had bought tor ejaculation
and had failed to sell. They must make tho
payments or loso the lots. Nearly all of
the land has beon sold on credit. In
a great majority of cases tho deed
does not pass until tho paymonts are com-
pleted. The land Is sold on an ngrenment to
sell In which the buyer agrees to pay all taxes
and assessments, and. ns ono form provides,
" In tho event of a failure to comply with the
terms hereof by tho said party ot the second
part, the said party ot the first part shall bo re-
leased from all obligations in law or equity to
convey said proporty, and said party of thn
second part shall forfeit all right thereto. And
th said party ot the first part, on receiving
such payment at tho time and In tho manner

mentioned, ugres.to execute Bnd
Sibovo the said party of th- - second part, or to

a good and sufficient daod. "
This and similar forms bavo proved very con-
venient in the rush of active and frequent trans-
fers, but thoy mean business to the men that
still hold them when payments are due.

In a fairly representative district devoted In
its cultivated parts chiefly to fruit growing,
and In what may be called a middle stage ot
development. It was said that some buyers
were slow In making second payments, but
that generally they wore being made promptly.
But very little of tho land has been bought for
all cash. Kates of Interest are generally high,
scarcely less than eight per cent., but one man
said that there hnd boen very little foreclosure
or distress. Another said that 30 per cent, had
been paid for money by some buyerslnone dis-
trict, but the land had increased so rapidly in
value or had been so productive that there had
not boon a foreclosure in the district Another
gentleman said that, on the contracts tor large
blocks or land, tbo buyers being principally
Eastern syndicates, payments due in Novem-
ber, Doccmbor, and January had all been made.
Ono bud remained open until about the Inst
moment, but the money came up complete.
Many Eastern, and, for that matter. Cnllfornlnn
small buyors ol lots and small tracts bought on
speculation, are faithfully keeping up their

on lots and property that, in somafnymont they may mako something on. on
others thut may bo valuable some day, and on
others which mny possess to tho owner somo
value as souvonlrs, or as conferring the pleas-
ure that is supposed to attach to the posses-
sion of lnnded estate.

The country produces traits in great variety
and abundnnco. Tho orange is the crop that
thus far has proved most profitable, that is to
say, that has yielded prollta that seem to war-
rant the prices charged for land adapted to
orange culture. Lands undor high cultivation
In tbo best parts of the orange districts are
hId nt $1,000 and $1,500 an acre, and In som
instances owners would not sell at figures still
hlghor. An investor whose operations have
been uniformly successful expressed a belief
that olty nnd town proporty bad about reached
its lovol. but that good orange land In choice
localities would double In value in the noxt
two years.

Some orange growers pick and sell their own
fruit. A great majority soil to tho packor and
shipper, whoso export looks at tho orchard and
estimates its vnluu, and thu shlppsr mukosan
oiler, aud buys tho fruit on tho trees. Inth
district wtdeh Is commonly regarded in tho
East as tho home und centre ol orango trees
nnd ornngo cult urn, many of the oldest orchards
have been cut up Into town lots. A representa-
tive of on of tho largest shipping houses in
this district said that his houso pays for most
of the oranges it buys In this region front $50
to $200 an acre. Fruit worth less than $50 an
ncro Is not usually considered worth handling.
For about ono-thlr- d of its purchases it pays $50
an acre: for most of the other two-thir- from

'M to $100 nn acre. Not many ure valued at
over $100 nn acre, though it has paid
$101) and $500 an aero for somo orchards
of llvo. ten. and twenty acres. Tho othor
prices rofer to tho run of orchard in the region
covered. He thought that much ot the land In
tho district was too valuable to be devoted to
orange culture, and that laud at $1,000 an aoro
wns beyond tho producing power of any grado
ot oranges, taking tbo years as thoy run and
the nccldents of seasons nnd of culture, but
that the area of lands doroted to orange cul-
ture is extending, that smaller orchards are
increasing in uumbar. and the fruit improving
in quality. In th place whero the cultivation
ot the orange tree on a large scale has reached
the highest point of, tho present stage of
development, and under conditions thnt are
In tho main highly favorable, tho fruit of one
of tho best orchiiidH. twenty-llv- o acres, was sold
for $500 un acre. For the crop on a Blx-ne-

orchaid ot uightoen-year-ol- d seedlings, $750
an acre has beon paid. Ono of tho loading
buyers aad shippers said that he had paid
$1,100 an acre for the crop on a live-aer- o

orchard of choice fruit. The fruit of budded
orchards ten yaars old brought from $300 to
$500 an acre. Very few orchards bring mors
ill an $500 an acre, but h said that two-thir-

of th acreage of budded trees in
ono part ot this district would bring $500 an
aero. The crop Is heavy this year, and some
trees bear in waves, one year heavy and tho
next not f o good. For the crops on budded trees
three and four years old he was imjlng an
overuse of $100 un nere: budded
trees an average of $200 an aero; eight years,
$250; ton ycui s, 'JC0 : und dlffutuncn tn cultita-tto- n

andciiciimstnnces was illustrated by thn
fact tlist one orchard produoed
$200 un acre, whllo another yielded $000. For
nn orchard of soian acres, ball of It in good
bearing, which had yielded $2,000. tho mer-
chant had received an offer of $14,000. There
are localities where orange cultivation has
so far been carried on lss extensively, and
separate orchards that are said to yield equally
high results, but these are figures of what Is at
present the best producing large orange dis-
trict In a good year,

Soma bearing orange orchards may be bought
for less than $1,000 an acre, but that would he
about a minimum price for good bearing or-
chards In good localities. Bare orange land,
well sltuatud and not far from a railroad, is held
at from $200 to $0 an acre, The orange blt
Is pretty well defined, though there ure said to
be outside ot Its generally accepted limits
placos equally well adapted to tho culture. If
w should take 1500 aa th average price for
good land, that I th first outlay. Then the
buyer would plant seventy-fiv- e trees, to the
acre, costing from 78 cents to $L75 each,

n to the.age aad kind of the . young tree.
Budded tn$ beea pniwm. m toauuw w

fonr years. After that the prodnco of tho treo
increases annually, except that some kinds ot
trepshavealternaUnRyenrsot larger ond small-
er boarlng. Whllo the planter lswaltlnglort.hu
orango trees to grow, nn may of course cttltl-vut- o

othor crope, nut there Is nothing that re-
quires moro Intelligent and careful and faithful
attention than nn orange grove, borne mom

as much from ono nor ns others
rom five. It must bo taken care of from tho
leglnnlng. nnd allowance made for posslhto

damages by tho elements, frosts, nml hhtli
winds. Insects, nnd whr.tnvcr uncertainties in-
tend oranges ns any othorchip. Anion Intci'l-In- g

to bur lnnd would do well to upend ic !
time In the region, mid to nceitulti. uiuoiitf
othor points, the facts nbout the soil, thn tree!
best adapted to It, the water supply, thn liabil-
ity to frost, and the sholtor Irom high winds,

Lands adapted to tho cultivation of othor
fruits nro held nt prices sotnc.wlmt lowor th.viornngo lands. Without onimirnitlnn the vntl-oil- s

fruits produced nnd their known or an-
ticipated returns, it may bn s.ild of tho ral-l- ti
grape that whllo it does not yield us lurse re-
turns ns nro expected of orangos. the

of raisins Is one of the features nt tho
Htnto. In homo parts fine results havo nltendy
boon nttalnod. nnd thu production r'miis a
largo and steady Increaso. A Los Ang(,1os mer-
chant suldthat somo of the land In io'al,erii
California now most valuablo eoutd not at one
time havn boon given nwnr. and thnt hundreds
of thousands ot ncres of hind ns uoodusn'iy
could be bought now within llfteon nnd twenty
miles of Los Angeles for $100 to $150 nn uer, .
In somo parts lands may bo bought at prl es
lower thnn theso figures, but In all these resns
tho land Is either not lulnnted to the otiltnit-tlo- n

of the special crops that nro expected In
ylold tho InrgoBt profits, or they arn remo'o
from the parts moro Inhabited, or not con-
venient to avenues ot transportation.

IX LOS AS O ELKS CITY.

Wages, Beats, CaatnfT.lTlnc, and SJnmclhltir
AliSut the Beut F.atnte Men.

The Los Angoles Post Offlco has six gen-

eral delivery windows to accomodate tho great
numborof visitors and strnngers. Tbo city Is
full ot business, nnd In wet wenthor tho streets
are muddy, for the town has gi own bo fast tb.il
many ot the streets remslu uupnveU. Work l

being done In that direction. Tho old pnrtol
the town makes but llttlo show, for the new
city has almost overrun and entirely ecllps-- d

It. Tho city has encroached upon neighboring
hills that once wero thought of little value, but
that now aro held nt high prlcos. Homo beauti-
ful residences havo boen built on thcbe bills
and elsewhere in tho city, but not so many as
would bo found in Eastorn cities ot thn sumo
size. It Is as though the inhabitants had bi.cn
so busy with tho rush of business of tho boom
that thoy had not found ttmo to davoto to
building fine houses; but thero mo streets lu
various parts of the town that aro lined with
pretty but comparatively unpretentious homes.
On the terraces the grass was croon in Febru-
ary and rosos wero in bloom. Besides tho sev-or-

lines ot horso cars there nro two lines of
cable cars. Onoot tho cablo linos increasing
the hills tskoc grades and goes through cuts
that are steopor and deoper than nny In
San Francisco, tho homo of tho cablo car.
You see many ono-stor- y houses. Tho planted
treos aro mainly blue cumB nnd popper trees,
and somo kinds of palms. Small hotels abound.
Open doors and windows nre an ordinary sight
on many dayB in tho winter season, and open
streetcars aro common. It is cooler in the
evening, and overcoats are useful. Tho city Is
lightod by eleotrle lights on high poles, somn of
wnlch aro placed on tho hills. Seen from tho
lower ports ot the city, through the fog or mist
that nightfall somctlmos brings, theso higher
lights look like stars.

Building is going on actively, but perhaps
not so much no as somo visitors had expected
to see. Builders say that moro buildings than
ever are going up. and that moro money Is
being put Into the buildings, Thero has been
at times n groat scurdtyqt lumber, but thu
supply is easlor now, though delays occur for
lack of special materials thnt nro needed to
make the wholo, as. for instance, lime. A great
deal ot unseasoned lumber haa boon used In
the haste to supply urgont demands. Cnrpcn-ter- s

generally receive now $3.50 to $4 a day. und
somo got (5. but not many, oxcept those in
charge of work. Wages have been higher,
but carrionters have como from .all orthe country, though principally Irom Iuwa und
Kansas and other middle States, nnd there Is
now no scarcity of skilled mcchauics. Machin-
ists get about tbo samo us carpenters, und
brtcUlayors $5 and $0 a day. Tboie is ono ad-
vantage for carpenters, and otbeis doing out-
door work, and thnt is that it may bo followed
more days in tho year than in tho East. Work
may be done outdoor, tho rear around, oxcept
in the rainy season, which doos not average
more than two months. The regular hours ot
work aro ninq hours a day, oxcept on Satur-
days, when they nro eight and a half hours.
Laborers net $2.25 a day.

Clerks, salosmon, and othor men ot Indoor
occupations receive about the snmo ns
olsowhore. and tho supply of men lb ample.

Domestto servants get high wuges. A J ajian-es- e
or Chinese man cook receives $35 a month.

Women to cook and do housework, such a.s get
$14 and $16 a month in the East, got $30 and
$35 a month in Los Angeles, with the- - washing
all put out. Housemaids get $20 and $25 a
month and nursemaids the eamo, und all theso
workers are in demand at these prices.

The cost of food Is about the samo as in San
Francisco. Vegetables are cheaper than in tho
East: flour is dearer. Fuel, both wood and
coal. Is much more costly than in tho East, but,
the climate being far morn temperate, much
less fuel is required for beating purposes. A-
ltogether tbe oostof living is porhapn u lktle
loss than In the Enst

Bents are very high for a olty of this slzo.
Fivo dollars por room per month is about tha
way ordinary houses run at a distance of seven
to ton blocks from the business cart of tho city.
This would make n Hvo. room house cost $25 n
month. Nearer th business part of tow n thoy
cost moro. A houso of tour rooms threo blocks
from business was rented for $40 a month. In
somo less desirable parts of tho city houses of
four rooms, with wator. half a dozon squares
from tho Post Office, may bo hired for
$15 a month. Somo houses of live to
seven rooms tn good localities, half n
mile from business, rent for $40 u month, and
in some parts of the city houses of six rooms,
with bathroom and kitchen building, within
one mllo of the business centre, rent lor JW to
$80 a month. Soma Eastern visitors hire
houses nnd rent rooms. Storo and ofllce ronts
are high. Single lodging rooms in blockit lu
tbe business parts of tho city rent for $00 a
month und upward. Bitting room nnd bedroom,
with a bath, in tbe business part ot town,
bring $50 a month. There aro cheaper
rooms in tbo city, but rents generally nro
high. One enterprising man. who was
looking for a chanco to mnke money,
found n dwelling house with n front
yard about eighteen feet deep nnd thirty feet
wldo, standing In a street upon which bualiicn
buildings had encroached until thoy ptood on
each side of tbe dwelling. He loaned the front
yard for $46 a month $540 a yoar. Ho put una
ono-stor- y brick building tor $400, and divided

into two stores nnd a pnssage wny to the
louse In the rear. Ono store he leased for $125

a month, the smaller storo be leased for $70 a
month ; total, $2,400 a yenr. Loose of land. $540
per annum. Cost of building, $400; outlay first
year. $940. Income, $2,400; prollt. $1,400 und the
building.

There nre about 450 real ostato ngents In Los
Angeles, which is about 100 less than there
were a year ago. Many of thobo who
went in on tho first Hush of tho boom huvo now

out of the business, but In n city nfG5,fl00
nhabllants 450 real estate olllcus imtko u con-

spicuous show. They abound in thu busln .ss
parts ot the city, and In borne places thero are
almost solid blocks of thorn. Ileal estato men
appeared from north, south, enst nnd west,
just us men flock to a now mining camp, and a
groat many ot them nrellgbtulng smart men.
Tbo great speculative land operations uro now
mainly in the hands of men from Boston und
Chicago and Kansas City and St. Louis, und
othor Western polnta. There are comparative-
ly few speoulators from New York.

The denlern, big nnd little, nre keen men of
all uges. There are largo, calmmen.of dlgnllled
bearing, and older men with giay huir nhoxo
conservative manner and sjieoch t.em;i to lenio
no room for doubt of the laluesol tbo pio ior-ti-

they offer: middle-age- errnent, iwrxuu-slv- o

men ; and lots of buomnt young rustliirs
whoso confidence In the future ol thocouutiy
is boundless, and who have nodoubtthnt what-
ever land you may buy will be sure to Incrensa
in value. As Ib commonly done through tho
region, some of the agents here koop teams
stundlng In front of their offices ready to tiiko
visitors to lands that they havo for sale,. Many
au Eastern visitor who baB taken a ride in
these carriages on tbe expressed desire to look
at th lands has chuckled to himself over his
emartnosa In standing the real estute man up
for a free drive, but a llttlo thing like thut
doeBn't disturb the real estate asent. He ex- -

Eeotftlt. And many such rides bHe ended to
Borne of the omcos may be 0 by 10 fa.-- t In

size, many are ot comfortable dimensions, with
big iron sales and good nlllco furniture m.d a
generally liUElness-lik- e apoarance, and some
of them occupy nig places ot business nich as
are ordlnnrlly devoted to commercial iiuruilta,
One concern, which 1 handling a number of
larg tracts, has an immonso plaoe like a
Broadway store, hung, on the sides with pic-
tures and mans of the lands for salo, and down
the centre of the store Is a long row of placards

th lands which the otilce has to offer,
om big stores are divided by railings Into a

dozen or twenty spaces, making as many olllces.
Colored lithograph maps ure dlsplued In and
in front of muny offices: bunches ol handbills
containing florid descriptions of mituiv.
favored localities are hung in front of
some offices and nn awning posts. A
scaffolding was erected In front of u building to
facilitate repairs, A bunch of handbills wns
tacked on btore the scaffolding whs com-
pleted. Heal estate signs are conspicuous in
hotel ofOeea, Occasionally you see a wagon
cpDtaJning a band of musician and displaying
the advertisement of a real estate ale parading
t"Jfr6ff.ta."wMonfrti, placard
mains, ire tula to ," wtwto land li oa
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the market. A very bright and fly yonng man
from Now York olty, who is now nt work in Los
Angeles, laughed as he said thnt ho hnd beon
picked up in n botol office by a capper for ft n'nl
ostato dealor who had something good to offer
to him: but no cappers woro encountored by
tho wrltor ot this article

SWXIFICAXT FACTS AXD IIGUItES,

The Trnnafers r Itnnt K.liile Population
Itallrnnri Truffle,

The transfers ot real c8tato lit Lnn Anjjclca
county llncluding tho city) for thn past six
years are given In tho following table:
Ihsj fii.i.iMi;iHSV Pvnnv-1-
1F.S3 ll.14H.ini ISMI 'JVIT4.IHI
pM,. u,7,vi,'j,tiliss7 wJn,rt

The transfers in San Bernardino nnd Snn
Diego counties during thornmc period wore, of
ooursu. much loss lu the aggregate, but th
proiiortlonnto tncreiiso w,i nlmuM, If not ijultn
as groat Tho transfers In Los Angeles county
In January. 1R87, wcio $5.000,270 : In January,
18R3. $0,538,097.

Thn transfers frrunjigontH havo been ilecreas-In- g

In number: tho transfers from cstntes nnd
ownors of largo tracts Increasing.

There lum been snmo fraud und swindling In
the cour.o of those enormous ttutiKiictlons, as
might have beon exported In ft eompniutliely
now country, whete po muny were diving In tn
mako monov and doing business nn the rush.
Tho sale of town lots In tlm desert at $2 apiece
is scarcely worth mentioning. It Miems us
though uo man ought to bo takon lu by such nu
offer, though a good mnny havo been. Thorn
has been somn downright inlsiciirrsontntiou ot
property, whereby purehn-ot- H havo beon swin-
dled oither through Ignorance or hnrnuso they
did not tuko tl.o trouble to look at tlm piiiperty.
In somo eases sellers without conscience, who
bad misrepresented lund, hnvn been hngilnod
to find that they hadn't put It half strong
enough; thnt the lund was really morn valuable
than thoy hud painted It; but this 1:1ml o! Ir.iud
has not been common. In somo cases men
contracted with original owners In buy tracts
of land, cut thorn up, and rushed them on tho
raatket, pocketed llrst pnyinntitH, mid left tho
buyers ninl tbe original owner towrnstln omr
tho land. As In other parts nf the country, duo
firecautlons will Iiibuio against ordinary

actual or prospective values, tho
buyer must decldo for himself upun investi-
gation.

The population ot California In 18SU wan
fiCt.094. Tho estimated population now Is
1.800.000. Of the Increaso since 1880. Sun
Francisco has takon nbout 100,000. making hor
present estimated population !!3(l,0U0. Tho
rest aro scattered through tho Statu, with a
large majority of them in southern California.
Many are going Into southorn counties other
than those more particularly referred to here-
in, whero, spoaklng generally, nature may lire-se-

fewer attractions, nntl tho cntalognn of
special crops Is In mnny loealltio mom limited,
but whero tho soil Is productlvo und the laud
much cheaper.

Tho total number of through passengers of
nil classes curried in and out of California in
tho yoar 18S7 by tho Bouthorn Pacific Company
over tho Cantrnl l'nclllo ltullroi'd nnd tho
Bouthern Puciflo llullroad was l.iS.7!i0. Of
thoso 93.2DI wero west bound nnd 00.49!) ent
bound. Tho tntnl number of through pnssan-ror- s

of all classes curried ovor tho California
Southorn ltnllrond and the (.'allfornla Central
Railway, which nro tho California ends of tbo
Atchison, Topoka. nml Bantu I'd ilnllroud. was
07.119. Of thosn 50.010 wero west bound nnd
11,103 oast bound. To bo mldcd nro thoso car-
ried over tbo Nnrthoni Pacific Bail road and by
tho sea. Tho California travel In January, '88,
is rcportod heavier thun in January, 1837.

Ot tho pooplo who havo Konatinlo Bouth-

orn Cnllfornla vory many nro accustomed to
churches, schools, newspapers, railroads, end
nil tho progressiva forms of clvilizntlon, nnd In
their now homos they nssumo nt onco nnd qulto
ns n mnttor ot courso all the responsibilities ot
citizenship. Somo havo gono tocultlvoto tbo
soil or to follow various callings; somo In sonrch
of health; somo famillos havo gone because
ono member was ailing: somo have gono to
oscnpo the rigors of northorncllmatos; somo
becnuso thoy like tho country or with the hope
of making monoy or with tho doslro to try
something now, nnd they havo gono from nil
parts and from town nnd country.

Tho conditions nro such that of thoso who
bought land with the idea ot mnklng money by
tilling the soil many havo for vurlous reasons
not achioved success in that direction, though
thoy may have mado monoy lu othor wnys.-Ue- re

Is n man who bought ten ncres for $140 nn
acre. A town grow in closo proximity to his
land nnd spread ovor It. Ho Bold seven acres
for $15,000, and, of courso, ho can't tell how bis
planting might havo turnod out. Somo havo
tlrod of waiting for the treos to como to boar-In- g.

Bomo havo bought moro land or Bet out
more trees than thoy could enro for. Bomo
havo found their soil not specially ndnidod to
tho crops seloeted, or not so good ns thoy hnd
exiected. Bomo have not given tho proper
amount of attention, or havo not bestowed It at
tho proper time. To a maj'ority of tho rs

tho conditions nre now. und they bavo
to acquire needed information by Inquiry, ob-
servation, or experience.

Somo havo prospered or aro on tho wny to
prosiiority by..tho cultivation of tho land.
Many orchnrds uro only just planted, or uro not
yet como to bearing, and not a few of the own-
ors aro possossod of somo menns nnd nrenblo
to wait. Many of tho (lrst purchasers havo
mado money by the sale of a nnrt of their
lands and by tho enhancement In value of tho
wholo. Who buys laud now should expect to
buy on Its merits.

At the time when the observations here re-
corded woro made, In rcbruary.thecieatlioom
was In a state of comparative quietude. Many
people expressed entire conlldonco that this
season will show a further substantial rise In
values, and thut tho llsowill bo warranted by
tho continued Inflow of people, Increased

for tho lund. ami by Its actual value us
determined toy productiveness as woll. Othersthought that tho boom would Ho dormant for a
time, awaiting natural dev elopmont ; that somo
of tbe largo undertakings might bo less vigor-
ously prosecuted, ami somo of the bis hotels not
bo finished so promptly as hnd been oxpeetod.

Of Jlnanelul ulstre-- s thero Is no sign. Much
of the land now felling Is, bought for eottlo-mon- t.

Many bavo" mado money, and somo a
great doal of it. The losses tire so widely dis-
tributed that whatever their aggregate may bo
it lsdtfllcult tonoj how thoy cun oxort a parl-
ous influence Most of tho largo euterjirlscs
now on foot aro controlled hy mon of means,
principally from oittHhlo tho State, though some
of tho largest nre in tho bunds o! substantial
citizens of the region, who havo reinvested
profits with a conlldont belief in tho future. Of
courso It is possible that somo lurgo enterprise
may full with a crush, but there is no Indication
of any such event.

Bpcclul localities in Southern California, as
elsewhere, may reasonably attain vory high
values through tho preseneo of special attrac-
tions, and tho region Is rich In thoso: but to by
far tbo greater part of tho country, whllo it
jiossosses advantages th.it will hnvn Homo
wolght In the balance It Booms probnblo that
the unlvorsal test must ultimately be applied.
It is not to bo expected thut lands ndnpted to
special cro)B, ) lidding exceptionally gieat re,
turns, may to bought for tho prices thnt at-
tach to lauds adapted to tho cultivation of
wheat and corn; but ono genera! rule for thn
measurement f vnlues upplles piaetlcully to
ull. The ijiuntlon Is. Will the land vlold in or.
ago fair returns on its cost? and buroly ull v,ill
bono that of those thus far received tho favor-
able respouses Indloate tho naluio of tho an-
swers yot to como.

Jons B. Booaht.

A IWEL AT EG O EA7IXO,

Flfly.thrte F.ik SivnlloMul hy tha Wtnntr
lu Twenty by tu ,uitr,

Ansonia, April 19, A duel nt rzj; itltitf
took pl.ico ot Woat Anhonia on Tin'i-dn- bo.
twocu iifnimorfroinBuucaynnd u New Haven
saloon Kooper. Michael Bcegan, tho Now Ha-
ven rouu, was culling at a saloon as Jnmos
Breuuun, tho farmer, brought in a basUet con-
taining olght nnd a half doien of fresh oggs.
Taking nn egg and brnnking it Into a class of
sherry, Boegan swuMovvod tho compound with
an apparent gusto tliat amused Brennan. The
talk turuod on egg eating, unit finally tho
New Havener, whoso weight Is In thn neighbor-
hood ot 250 pounds, iut up (10 that lie could
oat moro raw eggs in a given than tho
Bungay agriculturist.

The inonoj wni promptly ooverel, nud a
bottloof Blierry with gliisttes vvn-- , pliuvd ukmi
thu bar. iliomiaii deliuud mil splrltou u;d,
saying thnt ejajs tmdwl betlei p. him In Unlr
natural Htato. lieogn took his in cherry.

The ooutest began, nud for hovmnl minutes
nothing was heard but the mucking cl tbo
shells und the gurgling of the euu's- in they t lid
down tho throats ot tho contestants. The llrst
dozen was svvullowed by Biennun In three
minutes, whllo lleaun wns live eggs behind
bim. iirnnnau then settled down to business,
and tho oggs disappeared down his capacious

as rapidly us Intel. wheat cakes
down tlm throat ot uhuugiy trump on a cold
winter's morn.

The second dozen was ilnli-lin- byllronnnn
In ten minutes, lie taking tilings more easily at
the last, us he saw iieegnn stood no chance,
VAben his twenty-fourt- h egg hud been swal-
lowed Baocan was on his tliteenth. At theexg Beegan gav It up. but Brennan

lit on until he had used Qtty-thre- and was
forcibly prevented from making It a round five
dozen. Th stakes passed over to the

luffl'gea.na n--

?
BtWia tttiT ta

GOSSIP ABOUT THE BOXEBS.'yH

PUEfARATIOXS BKIXO Jl.tfll! FOR APE-- 't'IH
1.1 VAX'S UKCKl'TtOX. HH

Rome nmbnrrnsslnir llnuhts as tn Tnt 1Taa$ v'iaaH
Tunes It Wilt be ftnlr In Flitr M ban atffllMulltrptbeltny-OlkerFiirllUt'Talkl- at. VfjfH

Thn Boston fHonda of John h. Kulltvmi, ' MH
cislcd by ntiiimborot his New Yot k admirer, iO
Intend slunnllxlnc his return tnlhn Hubby re VftSB
cetvlns him with nil thn hnnnrs of i,h1 wa SjiSB
Never had a chieftain morn fnlthful heuohmen. fisjH
nnd It will not be their fault if ho feels dull fta& ?j9H
inspirited when his feot again press the P"eSMmeats t his native oily. Tho procrummo, one J"iJH
altered. Is of furthorchnnKo, Thoi.9rH
in charu'i of it now contemplate the hlrlugof sSB
enu pie of tugs und H bless band, filling thMa',jH
with eatables nml ilrlnt.ahlen, going dnwti lnWjl
harbor. Intercepting tho Catalonia, taking BuMMkjH
llvun off hor, and having n high old time 'rt'-Vf-

tH

thu big fellow on (tin way buck. A big b(1r4:UflH
has been collected to defray thn ,'K2H
I'omuvi, and It the porvnrso old KucMsUivWlB
sea dog who commands tho Cnnanief itfiBdoesn't frustrate the nchomo by mini-Di- 'nK!B)B
pint between tnlduluht nnd early nornlnJtSB
there will ho a high old time, Indeed, A lot d;cW3B
blight lii'iVHpnpnr men and actor were div'MaH
cussing this programme around u table lnthesSH
Morton llotiso tho other evening when ono of thoiKWH
former, who makes ninny nn odd dollnr wrltihit'MBH
poetic pq til bs for sharp advertiser, snldr '' Vf 'kvII
bet the Chilli mnn of tlm Comtnlttco nil Mttsle MSB
will be put to his wits' end when ho conies tiHarrange with tho Icadoroftiit! band the eleolVfflB
tloiiBto bo pluicil. On such occasions ltii$3fB
customary to pnrform 'Hen tbo Conqt.orltiaJjJjJiB
Hetii Comes.' Well, thoy can't bavo tlmt, beJSBB
cause, whatovnr Hulllvan may bo, ho!snoi'4MXB
conquering hern just now, nnd It thi DittchStB
men wuio to blow that tune ho might .thlhltiiHH
FnniKonn was giving bim a musical Kuy.'ahoVyaliBft
thern'd bo troublo right then nnd thoro. ' HltflMUjKj
tntho Chief Is open to the samo obiecilpnai'vWH
'Ain't I glad to got out ot tho wlIderneitfVBW,
would bo evtrcmcly npproprtnto but lULrdtviSIE
complimentary. 'Walt till tho clouds rnllblHlH
would bo scarcely tbo advlco that Would CheWAjBH
a man tii under thn ctrcumstnnces.no mutteifiJMW
bow tunorully performed. Ot course. 'Ubbj&jHlB
ngatn' will bavo llrst placo on tbo Ptoi.vdB
grammo. It Is vory nffectlng, nnd every OOKJflB
knows not only Its melody but Its words. MHSH
hitter ure so easily travestied thnt I am la&3nfl
dined to think moro thun ono will hum: 'trwnH

" lloms Airaln. home aasto, 'lUBaaV
t rom a torelirn sburiv, tf?f'VHSaTaYI

Sully joinen Itli lit" comb oat, V;bW
1 eelliiK ilre&diully sora. BttH

"The music has n tearful effect, nnd Ift'tncMjH
naturnl order of things should be followed In AMtfjBI
moment by something that will bruce.thn boy $Bup und make them prnnco around llke'lwogiB
year-old- s. Who thnt romamborn how SheN ijSiH
man's army marched along Pennsylvania nveja.UETal
nuolu Wnshlngton nt tho closo of Hie war WUltf-aS-

over forgot tho ncono when from the boad of SjgaH
the column enmo tho soul-stirri- notes MsgSH
tho then popular melody, ' When Johnny Come
Mnrchlng iiomo?' Tbe retrain was .taken UKvSSm
and chorused by a hundred thousand mnnlyyuSBi
throats until tho welkin fairly rung agluttSBU
Bach heart thought of a different name, .butifSfJB
un nlr cannot bo loft off the welcoming pro; ;MW '
gramme, but It too is readily paraphrased. iMflnbeforo night hundreds will be singing just lotvJbH
tho fun of the thing: ,' jlHjfffi

" 1 put blir otitis on Boston's net, lsHHillnrrnlit llurraftl .3 jflSBl
I nut biff oddi on Boston's pat, iWtcHI aV ..

Mnrrahl Hurrah! tvSaBafl
t ptit blir odds on Uokton'a ptt 'WitBBTashut I haven't cathed a single bat, , ViftLBTai
Vet we'll all drink stone bund ''it"V:Ha?B
VI hen Jolinnr comes marcbinc tons," ...ffVoSaB

John's nrrival will stir up more Artttalfc'OT.B
nnd bis latest explanation will be .wired 'MlfjaHf
over tbo country. In all probability hewllldfJHU
lssuo a cballonge to th world as ft sqnarer MtaH

ns ho gets bis sen logs oft. Possible i'Mwill do this nt tbo benefit which it .is lntendedffH
to tender him on his arrival. It Is inst an wea 3aH
lor him to tuko thn initiative tn this matter, e IBM
it is uudorstood that Jake Kilrnin's friends tar. IstmU
tend to insist that Bulllvan shall either. fptSJB-- B
mally relinquish the ohnrnplonshln of Ameria3BB
or light Jnko for it, and fight hltn. too, unde3MI
tbe lxindon ring rules. But of this more arUHt'Ag-- M

Au ot SnUlvan told me the otuwBH'night that-h- hoard that on of the member or?S 'Sullivan's latest combination, who was areeWai'gjgMl
at his fight with Mttobell, was admitting to HS5H
intimates that nothing but th fact that nUltckf 4Hell's hands went up on that occasion. aatail.mH
(Sullivan from positive dofeat ThlB tsa round-aj- B

about wny or gutting news, admit, but it tnuffmm
be that tho information is just as comet HM.YSM A
though obtaineddrst bunded. It is In H'mpasVtSB
ure corroborated by tho fact that Mltchelvi.-tTBi-
letters to friends in this city, speaks ot the fM$ iOH
that bis haads are in such a bod condition tMt'sHbo cun nover trust them in a finish fight litKlHThis Is Horo news to thoso who ,naTijH
been looking forward with anUclpauenmawTM .
of pleasure to a match between OhatierXjKM
nnd Jack Dompsoy. I confess that the DTOMfiS&S
pects ot such a meeting grow dally fainter) B4jtM
fainter. Knch has Isurnod to respect the oOMfgaB
in tho past two years, and the conditions wW3tiM .

governed their motives then have chanjre4SW
wonderfully. Mitchell has made a good deajafM
of money through his contosts. and ne,kM4jn
married moro. He has modo a drnwvwltn theJtiSM
man who hold the foremost position amoMrnH
the pugilists of. tho world. There is no arMtec3$gj
llstin reputation that bo can gain, For blm.t).TS
light Jack Dempsey would bo to jeopardize aieij
wholo pugilistic future for an honor that won) 7V
not bring him any adequate reward evon shoUMjiM .
ho win. On tho other hand, Dempsey Js BlfeVJjH
married, and is established in a highly VgW
remunerative buslnoss. It requires hlpB
closo attention, but ho enn ovory montkV&H
or so spare a week or parts of, btavul
ovonlngs to bo n sparring attraction ,l .191
New York and pluccs in its immediate vlcInlty.-K'-

nnd his sorvlcos ns such an attraction are mfigm
constant demand at splondld paying honsesj 11
Tho coming wock ho gets $000, lam told, la,;?!
Willlamsburgh. Ho, too, hns reach od the tO'iilof tho treo in his class. Uo has done more y"; If
than thnt. Ha hns bested in clove contosts tCl
Jack Burko nnd Bomlntck McCaffrey, two oHvUM
tho clovorest benvy-welg- boxers that eyefJ-fi- i

donned a mitt. If ho and Mitchell are left UMI
tbemsolvos thoy will never, I feel sure, meet la in M
uilm; us combatants. But tho rublstbey willlv'til
not bo loft to thomselves. Outsiders will ' talk fp, He
and talk, and eventually may draw expression Vf.il I
from one or the othor which will end in tbtlfKa I

being mulched to light, just as Tom Hyer ana." (J
Yankee Hulllvan and John Morrlssoy and Job
Heniiun wero, If thoy overdo moet my opinion, i;(Mg
is thnt Demppoy will vln. Of courso, I mean UUilH
a light to nllnlsh under London ring rules,

Dominick McCaffrey and Prank Hearld.'areyB
now sparring opponents, nnd nro travelling, to
with a show. I don't know who brought tMSUal
combination about, but I would not be aturajytH ,

prisod It it oventually ended in a fight betweeaMH Jthem. Hearld's victory ovor Mike Conlor 14H ifl
Ills mlmlrers to bollave him Invincible, ana UaWg
dor this impression they pitted him 4TalMaH K
Hulllvan He wasn't common amusement 0V'H flff
tho blglollow, and, slnco be baa until POW.doaa'JHHiW'
little of noto in tho ring, McCaffrey should ttriHHM
outclass him as asnarror, and eventual!) tbj;1 Hfwill mnkn bud blood between thorn. and,thtf ((u mnleh will deeiilo tho matter. I hardly think $ "
thai Henrld will bn nblo to repeat hi Conlrfi!Mtriumph with Itomlnlck. ,i:'Vlmm

Jem Smith doos not soem to be in a hurrrt SWBi
come to this countiy, fur he has accepted thtK&fkB '
ihiillengo of .lacki.on. tho Australian obJ;M
Pi. ii, fur a battle in the antipodes fnr.Cl.OpOsY'flJH
hide. If ho doe.i thn Australian ho will make
hut lull nf i:Md tn that far-aw- southareAHM
land. l'ooi'Io who have met Smith toll me thM.lH ,
ho it. a very gentlemanly young fellow, aasSJ'StB
that he would have takon very well in thltV'tjH
countiy. I think l'nt Hhuedy had his eyenft&n
him, hut If ho hud ho didn't wink qnleS-fl-

enough. However. Patrick contemplate aVBAtistiullnn nip, and ho may como to teramgJH
with him there. J fMMBilly Mifldoon. the wrestler, says thatwnnfttlH
lie was with .Sullivan bo often tried to toftWMfll
him how tn wrestle, but tbe big fellow would fflJBI
not undergo tho exertion, saying: "If I evet"BH
meet nny ono I'll knock hltn out with a punek
on thu jaw." I'nr dllturehl was Mitchell' con-- l.JH
duel. He would pull Billy out of bod In tntjftM
morning to try u hold that ho did not folly un uiH
dorstund. nnd would neyer cease his endeavor iSlS
until h hud mastered it. This explains, per-1- ;;
Imps, why Bully did not try to throw Charley 'Mwhen they met in Pranco. , )fll'eter Nolan announces that he is in thennif illyet, una says that his ambition 1 to meet )

either Sullivan, McCaffrey, Klflen, or Mik MCooler, If Peter will cultivate the acquaint, '!
niieo of bis prerent tovvny, Billy Madden, h
may bo nblo to plcl: up .iiany a point that Willi !

U'i,f mnkn to him If he adhere to his deter !

initiation to stick to iiuglllMii. As huls.atHpicfeitt hu has no bublnuss with either of thjjHquultut he iiuint'.N , j --J, IB
Kimrrow (iiilitnii'N friends think pretty well of f'IMj

him or the) would nut think of sending him Us?bKagainst Joe I.iiutmn. Golden Is it strong,
termlued iaIIow, but I.uiinon Is not oiitclassa4i?vW
in thcxniiimlltio bi muny men hereabout, nAiJHhas not shown, or rather ho has not had maafcrs lav
opiMirtunlty to show, great improvement iaVi.'- Hnak'iice, but Ids experience with Kullivun lu'JBtaught him hovvtohundlo nrusbsr, ndbewaU9lbn a good ono who will heat him at this BSJMaM"A prophet Is not without honor eavo In Mgi'aW
own CDtintrj" has received n fresh exempllfie' fjw
tiou in the cava of Jnck Asliton. who haa met
bidn detile I n license lor a f parrlnrx exhibition ffl
N'liclll in his Providence home. Tho City Fa- - athorn vum in havo small retard for the need 9or tleslren of tint young man who aspire to be ffl
champion of this great and glorious country,

At Hi Pleaee. II

"Are you fond of the th'eatrrh UlilbM 9
tker areiepaealoatkallljoa. fl

"Tea, very loud" hVdrJ"Shell w.tahila lb. BIJeBt" . . Y. J'"l4ilt&ljtume,wu&rU ;-
-. .tk


